
The Coming of the End of the Age (What Age – this Age) 
Matthew 24 is the beginning of what men refer to as: “The Olivet Discourse.”, Jesus has made sweeping 
condemnation to the religious leaders of Israel (Matthew 23) and then gives his prediction of the 
destruction of the temple buildings (1-3).  It involves the destruction of Jerusalem which occurred in 70 
C.E., though many also see intertwining references to “The Coming of Christ”  

Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts and walking away, his disciples came to 
show him the temple buildings.  Then he said to them, "Do you see all these things? I tell 
you the truth, not one stone will be left on another. All will be torn down!"  As he was 
sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him privately and said, "Tell us, when 
will these things happen? And what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 
age?"  Jesus answered them, "Watch out that no one misleads you.  For many will come in 
my name, saying, 'I am the Messiah,' and they will mislead many.  You will hear of wars 
and rumors of wars. Make sure that you are not alarmed, for this must happen, but the end 
is still to come.        (Matthew 24:1-5 NET) 

• Jesus predicts that the temple will be destroyed and tells his disciples how to keep an eye out for 
signs of The End (also known as the second coming or the end of the age). 

• Be on the lookout for prosecution, famines, wars, earthquakes, false prophets, an increase of evil, 
and a decrease of love (24:4-7).  

• The disciples are given instruction to flee from any place that announces false prophets. 
• And when the time is right, a sign will appear the sky and the Son of Man will come, riding the 

clouds. Then—the big finish—angels will gather up the chosen people 
• The disciples aren't satisfied. They want more details on how they'll know it's time. Jesus responds 

with the parable of the fig tree. 
• No one knows the time or day when the Son of Man will come. You know what that means: they 

must always be prepared. 
• To emphasize the importance of watchfulness, Jesus tells the parable of the unfaithful servant. 

1) What are the main points of this chapter? 
   - The destruction of the temple foretold - Mt 24:1-3 
   - The sign when things would soon occur - Mt 24:4-28 
   - The tribulation and events immediately after - Mt 24:29-35 
   - The need to be prepared and productive - Mt 24:36-51 
 
2) What questions were prompted by Jesus’ prediction? (3) 
   - "When will these things be?  What will be the sign...?" 
 
3) What did Jesus say would not be the sign? (4-13) 
   - False messiahs, wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, persecution, lawlessness 
4) What would happen before the "end" would come? (14) 
   - The gospel preached in all the world (cf. Mk 16:15; Ro 10:16-18; Colossians 1:18-23) 
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