The God We (may) Know

L. We are able to write - because we have come to know him
a. God becomes known through his own self-disclosure
i. God expresses his self - the Godself
1. Hereveals himself through his self-disclosure - self
expression
2. We call this expression: God’s Word - the Word of God
ii. The Word is God making his “will” (his determination) known /
knowable
b. God is: He is and he alone can reveal truth of his Godself - the Truth
II. The first move of God is to express his self - to extend himself
Genesis 1:3 God said, "Let there be light"
a. God being true to himself
i. Godis Love
ii. God is spirit
Genesis 1:2 Now the earth was a formless void, and darkness was over the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
b. The Word is “sui generis” - unique - there is no “likeness”
‘ John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word: The Word was with God, for the Word was God.

i. All predicates and metaphors are mere illustrations
ii. All human words are partial - and can mislead if literalized

III. Godis his Word - the Word is Godself

John 6:63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing;
the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.

a. The Word comes to one (us) created to receive it
b. The Word creates - the Word reveals - God is found in the Word
i. God himselfis “Truth” - reality
ii. God himselfis life
c. God can only be known in his communication - expression - revelation
i. By what he creates - by what he discloses - his very self
ii. By what God elects to reveal
2 Corinthians 4:6 For 1t is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
IV. God has chosen Christ
a. God is always greater - more than - his revelation
i. He gives us what we can handle - and need
ii. He is always veiled - We cannot see God as he is - he lies behind
John 1:14 “The Word was made flesh - and tabernacled among us”

b. The story (narrative) of Jesus must be read in this mind-set




2 Cormthians 5:14 -21

T he love of Christ overwhelms us when we consider that if one man died for all, then all have died;
‘H yap dyamn tod yxpiotod ouvéyel mudc, kplvavtag todto, OTL €l €lg Lmep
TtV Gmebovey, dpa oL TavTeg amEBovoOY*

and he died for all, so that those who live migl‘:t live no longcr for themselves, but for him who died and was raised
for their sake.
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KoL LTEP TOVTWY amebavey Lva oL C(}JVTEC MNKETL €nVLTOLG CO)O'LV, AL TW VLTEP
o0TAV AToBVOVTL Kol EYEPBEVTL.

}:rom now on, thcrcxcorc, we rcgard no one accorcling to the flesh - even though we once rcgarclccl Christ
accorcling to the flesh, we rcgarcl him thus no longer.

“Qote TMueElg 4mo ToD VOV o0d€ve Oldaer KOTO OOPKE' €l Kol €YVWKOPEV KOTO
oapke XpLotov, ALK VOV OOKETL YLVWOKOWEV.

Thcrcmcorc, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
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waTe €l TIG €V XPLOT®, KoLvn KTLolg T apyoele mapfAbev, LdoL yeyovey koive:

This is all of Gocl; he reconciled us to himself through Cl’lrist and he assignccl us the ministrg of reconciliation.
t0c 6¢ mowte €k tod Beod Tod kataAraEovtog Mpdc €xvt® Su XpLotod kel S6vTog
Y T duakoviey Th¢ KetaAlayfig,

] mean, God was (existed) in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not l'iolcling anyone's faults against them,
but entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
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w¢ 0TL Beoc MV €v XpLoTH KOOUOV KUTRAAXOOWY €XVLTE, UN AOYLLOMEVOC QUTOLG TO
TOPUTTWHOTE KOTOV Kol Bépevog €v MUy tov Adyov Thc koteAloyfg.

For C‘wrist we are rcPrcscntativcs; itis as t]ﬁougl'\ (God was urging you throug]w us, and in the name of Christ we
aPPcal to you to be reconciled to Gocl‘

‘Yrep Xprotod odv mpecPetoper w¢ tod Beod mapakarodvtog 6L° HUGY: Seduebo
vmep XpLotod, KaTHAALYNTE TG O€d.

He made him who knew no sin #o be sin for our salcc, so that we might become the righteousness of Godin him.
TOV UN YYovTe auoptioy UTEp MUOY auaptioy émolnoey, ive Muelg yevopedu
Sikaoolvn Beod év alTd.

The preposition "huper" in Greek occurs six times mn this text. Once in verse 14, twice in verse 15, twice in
verse 20, and once 1n verse 21. In all cases it means "on behalf of." Four times it denotes the vicarious

atonement of Christ for us and twice 1t denotes that we are ambassadors 1n the stead of Christ.




