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Men in Christ – Good Friday – 2024 – G A Henecke DD 
 

1 Now if Christ is being preached as raised from the dead, how 
can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?  But if there 
is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is futile and 
your faith is empty. Also, we are found to be false witnesses about 
God, because we have testified against God that he raised Christ from 
the dead, when in reality he did not raise him, if indeed the dead are 
not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then not even Christ has 
been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless; 
you are still in your sins.  Furthermore, those who have fallen asleep 
in Christ have also perished.  For if only in this life we have hope in 
Christ, we should be pitied more than anyone. 

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep.  For since death came through a man, 
the resurrection of the dead also came through a man.  For just as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his 
own order: Christ, the firstfruits; then when Christ comes, those who 
belong to him.  Then comes the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, when he has brought to an end all rule 
and all authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all 
his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be eliminated is death. 

 (1Co 15:12-26 NET) 
1. Jesus’ rising is a God act by him.  Jn 5:26-29 
2. Jesus’ entire ministry is validated by God. 
3. The resurrection is the ending of the age. 
4. The Word of the Cross is more than history: 

a. Eschatology – the age to come 
b. Atoning – Conquest of sin. Col 2:14 
c. Transformative: Phil 3:8-11; I J 3:2 

5. If then, Jesus rose: 
a. God has acted in Christ. 
b. The new creation is already begun. 


