YNen’'s Jable 7alk in Cphesians
HuoTrpLov ~ mystery

Colossians 1:25- I became Christ’s servant according to God's commission that was given to me for you,
to make the word of God fully known, that is, the mystery that has been kept hidden from ages and
generations, but has now been revealed to his saints. God wanted to make known to them the glorious
riches of this mystery among the Gentiles, which 1s Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Ephesians 1:9 For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will, according
to his purpose which he set forth in Christ

Ephesians 3:1- For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles — if you have

heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known

to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. ' When you read this you can perceive my msight into the

mystery of Christ, " which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; ° that 1s, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs,

members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this

gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace which was given me by the working of
his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things.

Ephesians 6:18- In all your prayer and entreaty keep praying in the Spirit on every possible occasion.

Never get tired of staying awake to pray for all God’s holy people, and pray for me to be given an

opportunity to open my mouth and fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel of which I am an

ambassador in chains; pray that in proclaiming it I may speak as fearlessly as I ought to. The purpose of
this enlightenment is that through the church the multifaceted wisdom of God should now be disclosed
to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly realms.

The essential core of Christian message, Paul says, is the mystery of Christ. He writes that the preaching
of the Word of God is seen in “the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations,
but has now been manifested to his holy people” (Col. 1:26). A mystery? All around Asia Minor and the
ancient world now, there were mystery religions and mystery cults, and there were some who thought,
especially from the Roman perspective, that Christianity was just another one of them. After all, it had its
mystery. And Paul said, “Guilty as charged.” Yet this is not a mystery of esoteric knowledge. This i1s not a
Gnosticism of elitist intellectuals. No, this i1s a mystery that was hidden by God until it could be publicly
revealed in the incarnation of Jesus Christ, in his death, burial, and resurrection. This is a mystery! God
would unite human beings to his Godself life through Christ by means of the Spirit.

Colossians 2:1- I want you to know, then, what a struggle I am having on your behalf and on behalf of
those in Laodicea, and on behalf of so many others who have never seen me face to face. It 1s all to bind
them together in love and to encourage their resolution until they are rich in the assurance of their
complete understanding and have knowledge of the mystery of God "’ in which all the jewels of wisdom
and knowledge are hidden.
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