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1 John 1:1-4  What was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and 
touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- and the life 
was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 
what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you 
too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. These things we write, so 
that our joy may be made complete. (NAU) 
 

1IT WAS THERE from the beginning, we have heard it; we have 
seen it with our own eyes; we looked upon it, and felt it with our 
own hands; and it is of this we tell. Our theme is the word of life. 
This life was made visible; we have seen it and bear our testimony; 
we here declare to you the eternal life which dwelt with the Father 
and was made visible to us. What we have seen and heard we 
declare to you, so that you and we together may share in a common 
life, that life which we share with the Father and his Son Jesus 
Christ. NEB) 
 The writings of an eye witness to anonymous believers 

o What we know 
o What we surmise 

 This writer and the Fourth Gospel 
o What it meant then 
o What is means now – to me (us) 

 What is to be shared? Or gained? 
 The Eternal – τὴν ζωὴν τὴν αἰώνιον  ( BGT) 

o I John 5:11-13 
I John 5:20 We know that the Son of God has come and has 
given us understanding, to know him who is true; and we 
are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
true God and eternal life. 
 


