Friday Men T Chist — Joanuany 31, 25

We have begun to look at Romans 8 - last week we probed the
heart of the subject. Now let’s try to think like Paul
1. Itis debatable if what occurred in Paul’s life as he
approached Damacus should be called “a conversion”.
a. Paul did not change gods - he remained in the God
of Israel.
b. The God of his ancestors revealed his self.
2. Acts 22:8 " "Who are you, Lord?' I asked. " T am Jesus of
Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied.
a. Paul took all the discipline, heritage and training of a
Hebrew scholar and rethought all the:
1. Meaning of God’s dealings
ii. The mission and meaning of “Messiah”
iii. Jesus of Nazareth and his crucifixion.
iv. The Kingdom (realm) of God.
v. God - Creator - Reconciler - Recreator.
b. For Paul - eschatology is now - already BEGUN.
c. Word of the Cross: II Cor. 5:17; Galatians 6:15).
3. For Paul: God has revealed himself in/as Jesus.
a. The Law is fulfilled
b. The eternal covenant is established
c. A new creation in “in Christ Jesus” the new has
come - the old is passing!
4. Let’s return to Romans and reread Paul:

Romans 7:1-6; Romans 7:24-8:4; Romans 8:9-11 and 8:22-25.
Galatians 6:14-17 Far be it from me to glory except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything,
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon

all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God!
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